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This article offers the first detailed history of the norm of treaty publication as
it has evolved over the last century. Drawing on both public debates and
archives of foreign ministries, it traces how, and why, secret treaties have per-
sisted, even in liberal democracies. It challenges assumptions of ever-greater
transparency over time, and complicates the associations made—Dby interwar
reformers and international lawyers today—between the norm of treaty pub-
lication and ideals of legality in the international order.
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Since 1993, the United Nations has promoted national human rights insti-
tutions (NHRIs); these have spread to almost 120 countries. We assess what
makes NHRIs effective, using quantitative and qualitative methods. We find
that formal institutional safeguards contribute greatly to NHRI efficacy even
in authoritarian and transition regimes. Complaint-handling mandates are
particularly useful because they help NHRIs build broad bases of support.
Odur findings show how international organizations can wield great influence
with soft tools such as recommendations and peer-review mechanisms.

Notes and Comments
Unintended Positive Complementarity: Why International
Criminal Court Investigations May Increase

Domestic Human Rights Prosecutions Geoff Dancy and Florencia Montal
Correspondence Anthony D’ Amato
International Decisions Edited by David P. Stewart

Maritime Delimitation in the Indian Ocean (Somalia v. Kenya) (Beatrice 1. Bonafé)

International Court of Justice decision on interpretation of optional clause
declarations that include a reservation for alternative methods of dispute
settlement

No. 3

PAGE

575

628

689
724

725



Council of the European Union v. Front Populaire (Jed Odermatt)

Court of Justice of the European Union decision on application of an
agreement to Western Sahara in light of the law of treaties and the principle
of self-determination

African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights v. Libya (Marie Joseph Ayissi)

African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights judgment on incommunicado
detention and failure to provide access to counsel in time of political
instability and insecurity

Urbaser v. Argentine Republic (Tatiana Sainati and David Attanasio)

International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes award on appli-
cation of international human rights principles to protections owing to for-
eign investors

Contemporary Practice of the United States Relating to International Law
Edited by Kristina Daugirdas and Julian Davis Mortenson
Trump Administration Takes Steps to Implement Bilateral Agreement with
Australia Regarding Refugees
Trump Administration Criticizes NATO Members for Failing to Meet Defense
Spending Guideline; United States Joins Other NATO Members in Supporting
Montenegro’s Membership in the Organization
President Trump Issues Executive Orders Suspending Refugee Program and
Barring Entry by Individuals from Specified Countries
Trump Administration Maintains Nuclear Deal with Iran, Despite Persistent
Skepticism
United States Strikes Syrian Government Airbase in Response to Chemical
Weapons Attacks by Syrian Forces; Two Additional Strikes on Syrian
Government Forces Justified by Defense of Troops Rationale
United States Alleges Russia Continues to Violate INF Treaty

Recent Books on International Law

Book Reviews

Brooks, Rosa. How Everything Became War and the Military Became Everything
(Deborah Pearlstein)

Koremenos, Barbara. The Continent of International Law: Explaining Agreement
Design (Adam S. Chilton)

Scharf, Michael P. Customary International Law in Times of Fundamental Change:
Recognizing Grotian Moments (Patrick Kelly)

Sarvarian, Arman, Filippo Fontanelli, Rudy Baker, and Vassilis Tzevelekos (eds.).
Procedural Fairness in International Courts and Tribunals (Jessica Simonoff)

Orford, Anne and Florian Hoffman, with Martin Clark (eds.). 7%e Oxford
Handbook of the Theory of International Law (Donald Earl Childress III)

Fellmeth, Aaron Xavier. Paradigms of International Human Rights Law
(Bart L. Smit Duijzentkunst)

Books Received
International Legal Materials, Contents, Vol. 56, No. 3

731

738

744

752

756

764

776

781
787

792

801

805

811

816

819
823
825



